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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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MOUNTAIN VIEW
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont from Page 1





is the idea of someone being lost because no one mentioned Jesus to them. It is hard to imagine in this day and time someone not having exposure to God and His word and while the song has merit for our responsibility to tell others of Jesus and the gospel, it in no way relieves one from knowing the responsibility God has given and obeying it. In the long run, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die:” (Ezek 18:20)


     The scripture clearly teaches that God wishes all to come to Him. “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 


(2 Peter 3:9). He is patiently waiting for those who have not responded to Him to do so. If God holds us responsible and wants none to perish, it stands to reason, that like Adam and Eve, He has given clear instructions about what He expects.


     Earlier in the book, the Apostle Peter tells us clearly, “seeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by his own glory and virtue; (2 Peter 1:3). I believe that Peter is telling us that God has given all we need to know about how to live our lives to have the most success and joy and all we need to know about how to do it according to His will. (Read 2 Peter 1: 3-11)


     God holds you responsible for your sins. He is willing to cleanse you of then but you must take responsibility because there will be  no one else to blame.





		Joe Phillips


     











Integrity is precious.  This Psalm stresses moral integrity (clean hands, a pure heart), a religious integrity (not lifting up the soul to idolatry), and inter-personal integrity (not swearing deceitfully).  A truly honest man (with himself, with God, and with fellowman) is too often hard to find in our culture.  That is in part because we have become a culture of compromise. For example, we recently have been implored to vote for candidates simply because we will throw away our votes if we do not mark our ballots for the projected winners.  “But what about my convictions?”  I reply.  The fact is, pragmatic society can invade our integrity and cause us to actually lose our vote (our voice on behalf of right).  


     Do I qualify as a person of integrity?  A study not so long ago at a major university found that dishonesty is more prevalent than we like to admit. Pairs of strangers were asked to meet and carry on a brief conversation unaware that they were being videotaped.  Afterward, each was allowed to view his/her tape and asked to indicate what he/she had said that was not actually the truth.  Sixty percent admitted to telling at least one out-and-out lie. This is only ten minutes of casual chitchat!  Surprising?  Embarrassing!


Now, is lying that big a deal?  If “everyone” (?) does it. Should we even worry about it?  Is it less dirtying to our hands?  What happens to a culture when 





don’t really want to appear to be “self-righteous” or to be what they perceive others to mean when they call them “saints.”


     Do you know where the expression “Goody Two-Shoes” came from?  There was a nursery tale written in the eighteenth century and attributed to Oliver Goodsmith about a poor little orphan girl who was given only one shoe.  When she was finally rewarded with the other shoe, she scampered around pointing at her feet to everyone who would listen and cried out, “Two shoes! Two shoes!”  Somehow, that phrase came to symbolize someone who brags, is self-righteous, and smug about their possessions or virtues.


     Well, I expect the last thing many of us wish is to be seen as self-righteous prudes.  Jesus condemned the Pharisees for making a show of their religion and actually being hypocrites.  But we must not take that to mean that we may become naughty when it comes to dirtying our hands in sin or that we may be hypocritical in the things we say to others.  There is another tale of a lamb and its mother that passed a pigpen every day on their way from the barn to the pasture.  The little lamb looked longingly at the pigs wallowing in the mire and asked her mother if she could go play in the mud.  Of course, the mother said, “Sheep don’t wallow.”  One day the lamb wandered into the sty.  The mud was nice and cool, but soon the lamb’s wool was encrusted and she was stuck in the mud.  Like her, we should remember, “Christians don’t wallow.”  Standing in the holy place requires “clean hands and a pure heart.”











					





Clean Hands


By Colly Caldwell





The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.  Who shall ascend into the hill of Jehovah? And who shall stand in his holy place?  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto falsehood, and hath not sworn deceitfully. He shall receive a blessing from Jehovah, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. (Ps 24:1-5)








we cannot take anyone’s word?  What do they call it in Washington?  I think the word is “spin.”  No matter what the issue, we expect politicians to “spin” it and make themselves and their ideas sound more favorable.  Are we going to continue to return leaders to leadership positions who obviously lie to us?  And does it matter that we are able to trust others in our society.  What about our doctors?  An article this past week in our Tampa Tribune focused on physicians who are not fully honest with patients.  And what about drug companies and even food suppliers?  Do we not depend upon them to maintain a bond of trust with those of us who purchase their products?  In our homes, is not the foundation to our loyalty to one another the fact that we can believe each other?  And do we not choose our friends based upon the confidence we have in them.  Trust is the foundation of a healthy society.  Clean hands and pure hearts do matter!


And so it is with God.  If we expect integrity in those with which we live and do business, is it any wonder that God says, “Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?  Or who may stand in His holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart.” Do I really want to be a person of integrity?  I sometimes see a hesitance in certain young people to make good grades or stand out in some other way because they do not want to be seen as a nerd, 


showing off, or appearing to be different. And sometimes, I’m afraid, Christians





Responsibility





So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. (Rom 14:12)





     I read an article the other day that contained a story about a man, out west, who brought a “mal-parenting suit” against his mother and farther. He sued them for more than a quarter-million dollars for “lousing up his life”. His claim was that they had intentionally done a lousy job of parenting and had made him what he was. The story goes on to say that the judge dismissed the suit by imposing a “statute of limitations” on their role and it had been surpassed by more than thirty years. The man was 52 years old. This does not argue that the parents did everything right or that they may not have some responsibility for some of his problems. But, the judge went on to say that there comes a time when an adult like this man must take responsibility for their own life. That judge was right. It is hard to say how far such reasoning would go if it were not for sound judgment.


     When it comes to man’s relationship with God, he has been using this kind of reasoning from the beginning of time. Adam blamed God for his sins saying, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me”, and the woman, “The serpent beguiled me”,


(Gen 3:13-14). What God gave them was clear instructions about what He required of them to be in the garden. God did not accept an excuse then nor will he accept it now. In our title verse we see that we alone are accountable for our obedience to God. 


     There is a song in our book titled “You Never Mentioned Him to Me” and the theme of the song


				Cont. on Page 3


     





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Debbie Adams’ mother;  


Donna Simmons; Rhetta Roy’s mother Rosie


Bittle is at home awaiting further surgery 


Heather Rogers’ brother; Levi Jones weight


improvement


Donald Andrew, Carolyn’s brother in law 


All of our expecting mothers:  Alex Bowman


Stephanie Adams. 


All of our graduates who will be going to collage 


or other pursuits. 


Congratulations to Daniel and Blake Wade


on their marriage.  


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Matt Jones 


 Song Leader----Sam Adams


Lord's Supper---Whit Hays


   Asst. 1-----Anthony Lynch


   Asst. 2-----Don Gilbert


   Asst. 3-----Brad Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 5-----Lloyd Jackson 


2nd Prayer---George Wilcox


Read Scripture---Adam Kreis 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Grant Hicks 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Anthony Lynch





Special Service


Led By


Matt Jones





Lord's Supper---Whit Hays


Announcements—Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Carlos Pineda


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Ken Gay


 Invitation---Sam Adams


 Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














